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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY: 
IMPLICATIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
FUTURE

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

Á Population Aging from Global to Local

Á Demographic, Social, Economic, Housing Characteristics

Á Problems and Unmet Needs

Á Strengths and Contributions
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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY

Population aging:

Á Global phenomenon

Á Desirable

Á Actively sought

Á Benefits and challenges
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NY TIMES IDEA OF THE DAY
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We are healthier, 
living longer and 
birth rates are 
ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ  {ƻ ǿƘȅΩǎ 
everybody so 
grumpy about 
having an aging 
globe?

Uli Seit

¢ƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
finding that old people will 
soon outnumber the young 
globally is being greeted with 
ŘŀǊƪ ŦƻǊŜōƻŘƛƴƎΧ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ 
ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎŀƭŀƳƛǘƻǳǎΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ 
a good thing?

Zoe Williams
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MODEL FOR AGING WELL
National Research Center 2004
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NINE CHALLENGING TRENDS OF AN AGING WORLD 

1. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƎƛƴƎ

2. Life expectancy is increasing

3. The number of the oldest old is rising

4. Some populations are aging while their 

overall size declines

5. Noncommunicable diseases - growing burden

An Aging World: 2008
U.S. Census Bureau
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NINE CHALLENGING TRENDS OF AN AGING WORLD 

An Aging World: 2008
U.S. Census Bureau

6. Family structures are changing

7. Patterns of work and retirement are shifting

8. Social insurance systems are evolving

9. New economic challenges are emerging
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GLOBAL POPULATION AGE 65+ 2008
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GLOBAL POPULATION AGE 65+ 2040
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KEY U.S. DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

Á Life expectancy continues to increase
Á Baby Boomer aging - older population burgeons 

2010 - 2050
Á Racial and cultural diversity increases
Á Substantial immigration
Á Percent of older people divorced and separated 

increasing since 1980
Á Over 80% of persons age 65+ live in metropolitan 

areas
Á Most older movers stay in same state and same 

county

A Profile of Older Americans: 2008, 
U.S. Administration on Aging



2008 Pop Estimates
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Area Agencies on Aging in Colorado
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U.S. POPULATION AGING TRENDS
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BABY BOOMERS

MetLife February 2009
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BOOK ENDS OF THE BABY BOOMERS

MetLife February 2009
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COLORADO POPULATION BY AGE 2000 & 2030
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AREA AGENCY ON AGING REGIONS IN COLORADO
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LARIMER COUNTY AGING

Á Affluence ̧ Everybody is Doing Okay!
Á With increased age:
Á Higher likelihood of poverty
Á Physical health declines
Á Lower quality housing
Á Increased mental health challenges
Á More females with less income

Á But also:
Á Potential for increased volunteerism
Á Mentoring
Á Family contributions
Á Paid workforce participation



Presenter/OrganizationLarimer County Summit on Aging

Foundation On Aging for Larimer County January 22, 2010

S.D. Bozinovski/Bozinovski & Associates, Inc.

PERCENT OF POPULATION AGED 60+ BY 
REGION, STATE OF COLORADO
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Percent of Larimer Residents Age 60+
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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY

Age 60+ 
and over
45,429
15%

Under 
age 60

248,508
85%

All Larimer County Residents

July 2008 Population Estimates, 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
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PROPORTION FEMALE BY AGE, LARIMER 
COUNTY
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Area Agencies on Aging in Colorado
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NUMBER OF CHILDREN FOR FRAIL OLDER 
PERSONS IN U.S.
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Age 60+ Rural Residents
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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY

Larimer 
6,569
5%

Rest of 
State 

123,534
95%

July 2008 Population Estimates,
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ

STATE OF COLORADO
AGE 60+ RURAL



Percent of All Larimer Age 60+ Living in Rural Areas
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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY

Non-
Rural 

38,860
86%

Rural
6,569
14%

All Age 60+ in Larimer County

July 2008 Population Estimates, 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
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LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME, AGE 65+, 
LARIMER COUNTY
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Age 60+ Minority
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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY

Larimer 
2,312
2%

Rest of 
State

98,798
98%

STATE OF COLORADO
AGE 60+ MINORITY

July 2008 Population Estimates, 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ



Percent of All Larimer Age 60+ Who Are Minority
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THE GRAYING OF LARIMER COUNTY

Non-
Minority 
43,117
95%

Minority
2,312
5%

All Age 60+ in Larimer County

July 2008 Population Estimates, 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
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PERCENT OF AGE 65+ ADULTS WITH DISABILITY, 
LARIMER COUNTY
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GRANDPARENTS AS CAREGIVERS
LARIMER COUNTY
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, AGE 65+, 
LARIMER COUNTY

7.1%
10.3%

30.2%

20.7%

2.8%

15.8%
13.1%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Less than

9th grade

9th to 12th

grade, no

diploma

High school

graduate

(includes

equivalency)

Some

college, no

degree

Associate

degree

Bachelor's

degree

Graduate or

professional

degree

Highest Level of Education

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

o
f 

A
d

u
lt

s
 A

g
e

d
 6

5
+

National Research Center 2004



Presenter/OrganizationLarimer County Summit on Aging

Foundation On Aging for Larimer County January 22, 2010

S.D. Bozinovski/Bozinovski & Associates, Inc.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS, AGE 65+, 
LARIMER COUNTY
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY 
HOUSEHOLDER AGE, LARIMER COUNTY
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Age 60+ Living at or Below Federal Poverty Level (BPL)
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Larimer
2,287
4%

Rest of 
State

53,653
96%

July 2008 Population Estimates, 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ

STATE OF COLORADO
AGE 60+ BPL



Percent of All Larimer Age 60+ Living at or Below Federal Poverty 
Level (BPL)
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Non-BPL
43,142
95%

Below 
Poverty 
Level 
2,287
5%

All Age 60+ in Larimer County

July 2008 Population Estimates, 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ


