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Presentation Overview
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1.Brief Historical Overview of Boomer 
Housing Trends 

2.Factors Driving Housing Trends 

3.Emerging Housing & Community Trends for 
55+ in the 21st Century



Mythical Mayberry, North Carolina
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So What Happened to Mayberry?
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Cheap Gas, Super Highways, Interstates
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Shopping Centers 
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American Built for the Automobile
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Post WW II Housing: 
The Birth of Boomers & Suburbia



1950s & 1960s: Growth of the Suburbs
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ωEconomic prosperity

ωSingle family homes

ωFather, Mother & 3 to 4 kids

ωMother stayed at home



1950s & 1960s: Birth of Retirement Communities
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1970s: Apartments, Condos, Duplexes & Trailers
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ωRecession/rising fuel costs 

ωIncrease demand affordable housing

ωNew demand for multi-family units

ωRise in divorces & single households

ωMothers enter the workforce
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ωChanging social values

ωNot enough housing stock

ωRecession 

ωLiving with friends and 
room mates instead of 
getting married 



The 1980s:  Colonial Homes and Luxury High Rises
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ωReagan years of prosperity

ωEcho boom

ωDual-wage earning family is norm

ωRenewed interest in urban living



The 1990s: McMansions and New Urbanism
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ωGreed, excess and wealth

ωIncreasing concern of unchecked 
growth ςExurbia 

ωAwhannee Principles 

ωRising inflation



The 1990s: Assisted Living Facilities & 
Retirement Communities
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ωHousing for Older Persons Act of 1995

ωGolden Age of Retirement

ωά¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ tƭŀŎŜέ ςnew niche market

ωWW II Generation Values


